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Experience the vibrant essence of Scotland
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Acknowledgement of Country

In the spirit of reconciliation, Aberdeen Highland Games acknowledges the
Wanaruah people as the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we
operate and their enduring connections to Country. We pay our respects to
their Elders, past and present, and extend this respect to all Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples today, honouring their deep-rooted ties to the
land, sea, and community.

Photos throughout the publication have been supplied by
Amanda Gaffney Ray, Elizabeth Birch and DRONEAG NSW
Programme designed and printed by Hunter Valley Printing
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Tickets and Information

BOOKINGS

Online vi berdeenhighland FOR MORE
nline via www.aberdeenhighlandgames.com

following the links to Trybogking ° INFORMATION

PRICING

Adults $30 | Concession Card or Child (13-18) $25
Camping $50 per site | Child (12 & under) FREE
Extra $5 surcharge for tickets purchased at the gate
on the day

ENQUIRIES

inquiries@aberdeenhighlandgames.com

#aberdeenhighlandgames

The Aberdeen Highland Games offers a variety of family—friendly events at
Harrison Oval.It's advised to bring chairs as seatingis limited, and the venue has
no protection from weather. Access for disabled visitors is available, although
some areas have inclines. Disabled parking is near the main gate, and seniors’
buses can drop off passengers before parking. Toilets are provided, including
disabled—access options. Lunchtime can be busy at food stalls. Entry isn't
complimentary, but concessions may be available for carers. Companion
card details should be emailed to inquiries@aberdeenhighlandgames.com
for ticket consideration.
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Welcome from

The P‘der_\t

Nicola O'Driscoll

On behalf of the Committee of the Aberdeen
Highland Games, | welcome you all to the
25th running of the Aberdeen Highland
Games in 2026. Each year the Games brings
excitement and Celtic tradition to Aberdeen
in New South Wales for one day. | am
pleased to introduce Cam McKellar as the
Honorary Chieftain for 2026. Cam is from a
family that came to Australia from Inverary in
Scotland early on and settled on the Liverpool
Plains. He has had the bagpipes in his blood
since going to School at The Scots College in
Sydney, and he has enjoyed performed with
them for many years in Australia and around
the world.

As always, we have a varied list of events
for your entertainment throughout the day.
The spectacle of the Massed Pipe Bands
begins and closes the day. In between these
performances we have the Pipes & Drums
band competition, where each of the 13
Pipe bands perform individually throughout
the day. The unmistakable sound of the
bagpipes resonating around the grounds. The
strong men of the Kilted Warriors entertain
us with 4 events this year. Kim Durie has
again organised the wonderful highland
dancers and they will be performing on and
around the stage throughout the day. They
will be interspersed with Master Fiddler Chris
Duncan and Catherine Strutt performing
traditional fiddle music of Scotland. Chris
and Catherine have been performing together
since 1990, and we are thrilled to have them
both back at Aberdeen this year. Fun for the
children in the form of novelty events and
face painting are also available.

The trade and clan stalls are positioned around
the outside of Harrison Oval. This provides a
unique feel, and most people can make their
way around the grounds. There will be plenty
of varied food stalls for your enjoyment, some
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even with traditional Scottish cuisine. At the
time of printing, we are also proud to bring
the Australian Federation Guard — Precision
Drill Team to the Games again this year.
We look forward to their innovative displays
and are honoured to have them perform
for us again.The Ceilidh is back again this
year with a traditional folk band playing. It
is being held at the Muswellbrook RSL and
Highland dancing will begin from 7:30pm.
No formal sit-down meal is being provided,
and tickets are available with all Games
tickets from Trybooking via our website,
aberdeenhighlandgames.com. The final event
of the program is the Kirkin" of the Tartan
service. This is a service that celebrates the
tartan. As with last year for the service is
being held at St Albans Anglican Church,
Hunter Terrace, Muswellbrook on Sunday 5th
July at 10:30am.

The Aberdeen Highland Games book
committee have worked tirelessly to bring
to you the celebration of 25 years of the
Aberdeen Highland Games. | hope you take
a copy home for your enjoyment. | would like
to thank all the members of the Aberdeen
Highland Games committee for their hard
work in bringing the Games together in 2026,
we are a small committee, and the work
goes throughout the year. Thank you to all
our wonderful sponsors. You have enabled
us to freshen up our fabulous event the
year and replace some outdated equipment.
Without your support we would not be able
to continue to hold the Games.

We look forward to seeing you in Aberdeen
on the first Saturday in July!

Niede "Dl

President
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Honorary
Chieftain

Cam McKellar

Cam McKellar grew up near Spring Ridge on the Liverpool Plains, where he managed
an irrigation grain farm known as Inveraray Downs. A sixth—generation farmer, his
lineage traces back to Inveraray on Scotland’'s west coast.

Around thirteen years ago, Cam purchased Levondale at Willow Tree, and today he
resides just outside Warral near Tamworth, while continuing some of his agricultural
pursuits at Willow Tree. His contributions to farming have been widely recognised: he
received the prestigious Australian Nuffield Scholarship in 1992, a Greening Australia
Award presented at Parliament House in Canberra, and the Carbon Cocky of the Year
Award.

Educated at The Scots College in Sydney, Cam joined the Pipes and Drums and,
at just 14 years old, performed at the Edinburgh Military Tattoo in 1973. Alongside
102 fellow students, he played in 27 performances, living for four weeks in Edinburgh
Castle as part of the British Army’s Tattoo program. By 1976, he had risen to Pipe
Maijor, leading the Anzac Day March along George Street and performing at numerous
official occasions, including Government House.

His passion for piping has taken him across the globe. He has performed in Canada
and France, where he collaborated with Breton bandsmen at the Paris Agricultural
Exhibition. More recently, he played at the Light Horse and Commonwealth Memorials
in Beersheba, Israel. One of his proudest experiences has been performing alongside
his son in the Scots Old Boys Band during Anzac Day commemorations in Sydney.
Anzac Day holds deep significance for Cam, and he has often led the March in Willow
Tree, as well as joining fellow Scots Old Boys for the parade in Quirindi.

In 2018, Cam received one of his greatest honours when the Principal of Scots College
invited him to present the Academic Awards and deliver the Speech Day address at
the Sydney Opera House. On that occasion, he inspected the Band on the Opera
House forecourt, then slung his pipes over his shoulder and played a tune with them—
an unforgettable moment that symbolised his lifelong dedication to both agriculture
and music.
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Main Events
Saturday 4th July — Jefferson Park

Opening Ceremony

e Address by the Honorary Chieftain — Cam McKellar

e Parade

e Massed Band: Drum Major — Lachlan Watts

e Followed by Australia’s Federation Guard — Precision Drill Team
Entertainment

e Pipe Band displays

o Kilted Warrior events

e Highland & Scottish Country Dancing

® Chris Duncan & Catherine Strutt, traditional Scottish music
e Novelty events & activities for children of all ages

e  Australia’s Federation Guard — Precision Drill Team

e Best Dressed Competition - lassie, laddie and pets

Closing Ceremony

e Massed Band
e Presentation of trophies
e Lone Piper - Augustus Sevil (The Pipe Band Club)

Listen for announcements on the day for other dlsplay times. For the latest updates
and additional information about events, please visit aberdeenhlghlandgames.com.

P e - - e —— _'T""J
=g - TS T ..;“'_:.,__ e,

6 | ABERDEEN HIGHLAND GAMES 2026




Supporting Events
1st July — 5th July

International Tartan Day

In Australia, International Tartan Day celebrates the Scottish heritage
of many Australians, recognising their contributions to the country’s
cultural tapestry. It's a day to wear tartan, participate in Scottish-
themed events, and pay tribute to the enduring influence of Scottish
immigrants on Australian society.

Muswellbrook RSL Club

Raffle tickets and merchandise available. Meals available at the bistro.

Aberdeen Sports and Recreation Club

From 6pm. Quintet Competition for Pipe Bands run in conjunction
by the NSW PBA and the Hills District Pipe Band and hosted by the
Aberdeen Sports and Recreation Club.

Contact John Mclintyre: 0412 329 979 for further details.

Muswellbrook RSL Club
Argyll Ceilidh Band playing for the Ceilidh

From 7:30pm. Tickets are $10 available from the link on our website
or Trybooking. Meals available at the bistro.

Kirkin’ of the Tartan Service

From 10:30am. At St Alban’s Church, 25 Hunter Terrace,
Muswellbrook, followed by a morning tea at the Church Hall - All
welcome.
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People, planet, prosperity
To deliver a positive legacy from
BHP mining in the Hunter Valley.

www.bhp.com/pathway-2030



The Kilted Warriors

Proudly supported by BHP

The Kilted Warriors are a great part of the Aberdeen Highland Games, where athletes
compete in a traditional Celtic strongman competition. There is tremendous strength and
determination on display when the athletes compete in three traditional events; Stones,

Sheaf and Caber Toss.

STONES

Clach Cuid Fir (Gaelic for Manhood Stone)
is a traditional test of pure strength. The
athletes compete against the clock to
determine who can lift stones of increasing
weights off the ground and onto barrels.
With the stones weighing between 100 and
165kg this is not an event for the average
person, but it is great to watch.

SHEAF TOSS

This traditional Scottish agricultural sport
involves using a pitchfork to hurl a burlap
bag stuffed with straw over a horizontal
bar above the competitor's head. The bag
typically weighs about 7kg and athletes are
given three chances to get it cleanly over
the bar without touching it. The winner is
the athlete who can successfully clear the
highest bar.

FARMERS WALK

The farmer's walk also called the farmers
carry is a strength and conditioning exercise
in which you hold a heavy load in each hand
while walking a designated distance. The
weighted implememt is deadlifted from the
ground.

CABER TOSS

This traditional Scottish athletic event is
said to have developed from the need to
toss logs across narrow chasms to cross
them. Using a large wooden pole, called a
caber, the object is not the sheer distance
of the throw but rather to have the caber fall
directly away from the thrower after landing.
A perfect throw ends with the ‘top’ end
nearest to the thrower and the ‘bottom’ end
pointing exactly away. This is an impressive
feat when the caber is typically 5.94m long
and weighs 79kg.
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AGL is a proud sponsor of the
Aberdeen Highland Games.

Our commitment to our communities has been a
passion for over 185 years, and we're pleased to support
another great event in the Upper Hunter.

Let the games begin!

x agl.com.au
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Local Passion | National Reach | Genuine Connection

Jii)

Reach more potential Drive in-store foot Increase online
customers traffic visits

Tamworth Office Newcastle Office
(02) 6763 2700 (02) 4947 6524
nnstamwsls@winnetwork.com.au ryanjo@winnetwork.com.au
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0205458121 11am-11pm Wednesday - Saturday Sunday 11am - 5pm
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THIS IS STEEDS, SHEEP,
KILTS & COWBOYS COUNTRY

SCONE HORSE MERRIWA FESTIVAL OF
FESTIVAL THE FLEECES

TEN DAYS IN MAY LONG WEEKEND IN JUNE
ABERDEEN HIGHLAND MURRURUNDI KING
GAMES OF THE RANGES

s =4 ol W s ,'I,- L I
FIRST SATURDAY IN JULY LAST WEEKEND IN SEPTEMBER

See you next time in —
BIG EVENTS COUNTRY Nabhiie)



Highland Dancers

At the Aberdeen Highland Games, the captivating
blend of highland dancing and the resonating
melodies of bagpipes evokes the essence of
Scotland.

Highland dancing showcases remarkable agility,
timing and stamina, featuring classic dances such
as the Sword Dance, Highland Fling and Seann
Triubhas. This mixture of Scottish dance and
music always makes highland dancing a crowd
favourite that shouldn't be missed. Alongside
the energetic highland dances, Scottish country
dancing offers a social and enjoyable experience,
performed in sets with lively formations, ensuring
memorable viewing for all.
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Australia’s Federation Guard

Australia’s Federation Guard (AFG) is a tri—service ceremonial unit made up of members
from the Royal Australian Navy, Australian Army, and Royal Australian Air Force.

Formed in 2000 for the centenary celebrations of Australian federation, it is the first purely
ceremonial unit in the history of the Australian armed forces, and has since represented
Australia in various roles both at home and around the world, including providing the guard
at Buckingham Palace in 2000.

Within AFG is a smaller group who form a tri-service Precision Drill Team (PDT). The PDT
travel all over Australia performing for events like Careers Expos, charity functions and
sporting events. The drills performed by the PDT are a combination of over 300 specific
movements without any words of command being given to the Guardsmen.

The Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen that make up the PDT require a high level of skill,
concentration and teamwork which is perfected through many hours of practice.

14 | ABERDEEN HIGHLAND GAMES 2026







16 | ABERDEEN HIGHLAND GAMES 2026

DID YOU KNOW?

The haunting sound of
the Lone Piper closing
the Games has been a
cherished tradition since
2000. The final notes
echo across Jefferson
Park as a symbolic farewell
to another year of Scottish
celebration.




City of Newcastle RSL Pipe Band

continuous since 1924
,  Newcastle and the Hunter’s oldest continuous pipe
band can be seen and heard anywhere from
Adamstown to Aberdeen, Merewether to Maitland,
Swansea to Scone, and beyond.

You can engage either:

* Solo Piper °

e Mini Band °

e Full Band °
For any event such as:

* Parties ¢
* Weddings °
* Funerals °
e Street Parades °
e Fairs ¢
The City of Newcastle RSL Pipe Band
is a child / youth friendly
environment where all members meet the

Children’s Guardian requirement
for working with children.

From learners to experienced players,
we want you in our ranks.
Children, teens and adults all welcome.
Tuition in pipes and drums
Monday nights at
Kahibah Public School.

Contact us
TODAY!

newcastlerslpipeband @gmail.com



TRADITION
BACKED BY PRINT

YOUR LOCAL PRINTING SPECIALISTS. 02 6541 1358

Proudly producing the programmes, signage and event collateral hv
for the Aberdeen Highland Games year after year.

Scone RSL Club

WEEKLY RAFFLES
Wednesday/Friday/Saturday- 6.30pm Start, 7.30pm Draw

hunter valley printing

BADGE DRAW
Wednesday/Friday/Saturday - (6.00-8.30 pm)

Doncaster Bistro open every day
for lunch and dinner

Happy Hour 7 days a week

Courtesy Bus available
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday

TAB Facilities : Sky Channel : Fox Sports

71 Guernsey Street, Scone Phone 02 6545 1669

P =N | first

# national Edward Higgens
NS | c:.. cs140¢ | Parkinson

“There nothing hidden under our Kilts just good old fashion
Traditional Values Like Honesty, Trust, Services and Good advise”

For all your Real Estate services in: Residential Sales,
Rural matters, Auctions and Property Management

02 6543 2788 Tony McTaggart 0409 680 539

32 Bridge Street, Muswellbrook www.ehpfirst.com.au
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SUPPORTING OUR

Aberdeen Highland Games

A Great Day For The Whole Family

BENGALLA MINING COMPANY BENGALLA.COM.AU

02 6542 9500 | community.relations@newhopegroup.com.au
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The Upper Hunter's leading | =
Rural Merchandise

71 Main Street Scone
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DID YOU KNOW?

The Caber isn't thrown for distance. In the
famous Caber Toss, athletes don't win by
throwing the log the furthest. The goal is

to flip the caber perfectly end overend so
it lands in a straight line directly away from
the thrower.
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Ray White Rural Scone

Specialising in
Rural & Residential Property

If you are thinking of selling or would like
advice on presenting your property to get
the best results. Please call for a
FREE property appraisal

Hamish Firth 0499 881 585

02 6545 3529
101 Liverpool Street Scone
PO Box 242 Scone NSW 2337

raywhiteruralscone.com.au

MUSWELLBROOK

v ~ MUSWELLBROOK

cLons GOLF CLUB

Your b, My Cls, Or Gl

ONE MEMBERSHIP = TWO GREAT VENUES

Check out our Facebook Pages for upcoming events

Muswellbrook RSL Club | Bridge Street Muswellbrook
Muswellbrook Golf Club | Bell Street Muswellbrook

r Like us on
Facebook
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Basis of the Upper Hunter Tartan

Registration Number 12,320 | Registered 5th December 2018

UNDER CHECK - The under check is the OVER CHECK = The over check breaks up
main component of the tartan pattern. the under check pattern. It is made up of
This is formed by the larger areas of colour a series of thinner stripes that modify the
that underlie the over check of the smaller

lines and bands. In this case the under

check for this tartan is based on Campbell

of Breadalbane. The region has had a

connection with the M. Campbell & Co.

stores based in the Upper Hunter Valley in

the towns of Scone, Aberdeen, Rouchel,

Muswellbrook, Merriwa and Denma

dating back to the late 1800's.

GREEN - To represent the rich a
lands where lucerne aboun
the dairy, beef and equine ind

BLUE - The waters of the F
Goulburn River Valleys, i
Glenbawn and

life blood for a

also represen

oceans that

machinery, |

new beginn

The Upper Hunter Tartan Merchandise is
available from Singleton Visitor Information
Centre - 02 6578 7560 or available on the

day in the merchandise tent.

THE
CROFTERS Weavers of Australian Tartan

WEAVING MILL X
o crofterstartan@gmail.com

02 6747 3951
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Trophies

ABERDEEN HIGHLAND GAMES TROPHY WINNERS - 2025

TROPHY WINNER
MCMULLIN SHIELD United Mine Workers Pipe
Winning Band in traditional piping & drumming Band

SCOTTISH AUSTRALIAN HERITAGE COUNCIL TROPHY
Runner up Band in traditional piping & drumming

CELTIC WARRIORS SWORD
Band in third (3rd) place for traditional piping & drumming

Sydney Thistle Pipe Band

Newcastle RSL Pipe Band

ABERDEEN HIGHLAND GAMES PERPETUAL TROPHY

Best display band (most entertaining) Lithgow Highland Pipe Band

ABERDEEN HIGHLAND GAMES PERPETUAL TROPHY
(RUNNER UP) Newcastle RSL Pipe Band
Best display band (most entertaining)

ABERDEEN HIGHLAND GAMES PERPETUAL TROPHY
Senior Drum Major

ABERDEEN HIGHLAND GAMES PERPETUAL TROPHY
Junior Drum Major

Lachlan Watts

N/A

ABERDEEN HIGHLAND GAMES PERPETUAL TROPHY
Winning window display

CRAIG REID PERPETUAL TROPHY
To the overall winner of the Heavy Events.

THE PRESIDENT'S PERPETUAL TROPHY FOR CABER TOSS
To the winner of the Caber Toss.

Aberdeen Library

Luke Reynolds

Sean Poole

All previous year's results are on our website www.aberdeenhighlandgames.com /awards .
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EVS FL VI /IN/ '
TRANSPORT

53-55 Maitland Street, Muswellbrook est. 1937
T 026543 1271 | osborns.com.au —

»  Stockman’s challenge

= Billy goal racos

+  Rodeo Saturday night

. e Mot

= Dog high jump

*  Kid's whipcracking dinic &
competsion
25 - 27 September 2026 . Lve music Fri & Sat nights
Murrurundi, NSV «  Bush markets

+ Billy boiling competitan

BRINGING AUSSIE BUSH
TRADITIONS TO LIFE *. Invitationial dog trial and 50

Australia’s Best
Stocked Pipe Band Shop

07 3282 0031
www.stkildaretail.com.au
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The Committee

President Secretary

Nicola O’Driscoll Garth Belford/Kate Jones

Vice President Treasurer

Charles Cooke Kate Jones

Committee

Suzanne Andrews Gary Dudgeon Richard French
James Birch Kim Durie Vicki Saunders
Bronwyn Clarke Vicki French Bill Summers
Kerry Cooke Anne Meier Janine Summers
Kathryn Black Gerard Looby Elizabeth Birch
Sarah Butler Wayne Saunders

Wl

RS
Ree%e

The Scottish Australian Heritage Council

The SAHC, founded in June 1981, fosters Scottish heritage in Australia through
events, support for Scottish organizations, festival participation, liaison efforts,
and promoting Scots Gaelic. Welcoming individuals, clans, and businesses,
SAHC collaborates with various Scottish entities nationwide and is affiliated
with the Celtic Council of Australia and other coordinating bodies, engaging
with government at all levels. www.scottishaustralianheritagecouncil.com.au
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Sponsors

We extend our gratitude to our esteemed sponsors and supporters, without whom none
of this would be possible! A special acknowledgment goes out to all those who have
generously backed our Committee and contributed to the success of the annual Aberdeen
Highland Games.

AGL Macquarie
Bengalla Coal
BHP - Mt Arthur
Fraser Family
MACH Energy
McGrath Upper Hu

Acknowledgements

Aberdeen Sport & Recreation Club
Aberdeen Men's Shed
Araluen Canvas Goods

Back Fence Gossip
Blackrock Industries
City of Newcastle RSL Pipe Band
Dimmock’s Quality Meats
First National Edward Higgins Parkinson
GPS Security
Hunter Valley Printing
Kayuga RFS
King of the Ranges
Liberty Rose
Linga Longa Inn
MacCallum & Co
Merriwa Tourist Welcoming Centre and Men's Shed
Ray White Rural - Scone
Scone Trye and Battery Centre
Scone Visitor Centre
Scottish Australian Heritage Council
Singleton Visitors Centre
The Aberdeen Whisper
The Crofters Weaving Mill
Tutt Bryant Heavy Lift Shift
Upper Hunter Country Tourism
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MACHEnergy

Mount Pleasant Operation
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“Pro diy suppértihg the
Aberdeen Highland Games
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MACH Energy, investing in the future
of its people and the community.
Helping to grow strong regions
by supporting local organisations and events.

inf h com.
Community Hotline 1800 886 889 info@machenergy.com.au

25 IFlous || 7 ek & wiRels www.machenergyaustralia.com.au



HONORARY CHIEFTAIN 2026

CAM MCKELLAR

HONOUR ROLL
2000 David Macintyre 2013 John MacNeacail
2001 Colin Munro 2014 Greg MacLennan
{0071 Gavin Gidley-Baird {0) 1) John MacLeod
2003 Murdo MacLeod {0 (5 Lachlan Neil Macdonald
2004 Peter Cameron 2017 Hon. J.A.L Sandy Macdonald, am
(Murdo MacLeod as substitute) 2018 Dr W.E.J. (WEJ) Paradice, am
2005 Alasdair Sutherland 2019 Nicola O’Driscoll
2006 Warwick Murray 2020 cancelled due to Covid-19
2007 Ian McCrae 2021 cancelled due to Covid-19
2008 The Lord Sempill 2022 Ian McPhee
2009 Duncan Macintyre 2023 Rt Hon. Simon Abney-Hastings
2010 Keith Miles 2024 Dr Cameron Collins
2011 His Excellency Michael Bryce am, Ak, Frsa 2025 Charles Cooke oam

2012 Torquil Donald MacLeod

We extend our heartfelt thanks for joining us at our Games. We sincerely
hope you had a delightful time and will share your experience with your
friends. Wishing you a safe journey home and eagerly anticipating your

return in 2027.

aberdeenhighlandgames.com

ABERDEEN
HIGHLAND
GAMES f

“A Celtic Experience in the Scottish Tradition” #aberdeenhighlandgames




